Identifying a deprivation of liberty: a guide for community nurses.
The ability to identify situations that amount to a deprivation of liberty is crucial to a district nurse's role in protecting the vulnerable adults in their care. The courts acknowledge that the elements that have to be applied when assessing if there is a deprivation of liberty are complex and technical, so it is essential that district nurses apply the elements is a methodical manner and inform their decision-making by reference to the case law and the Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Code of Practice. This article reviews the European Court of Human Rights and UK domestic case law on deprivation of liberty and highlights the elements district nurses must take notice of when identifying situations that amount to a deprivation of liberty.